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COMMUNITY BOARD NUMBER 1

IR EAST J29TR STREEY, 51 ‘}TE 320

BRONX, NEW YORK (043

plon e nel

LCONOMIC DEVELOTMENT/LAND USE & HOUSING COMMITTEE
MEETING
APRIL 2, 2008

MINUTES

Astendance: Arline Parks, Linda Duke, Herman Franeis, Jr., Lucas Mepriquez, Gilberio
Rivers, Nicholas Romano, C&rmen Samm Delores Waller-Worrell,

Others Presents Mogo Subetoveky, Architect, Williare Bolhoger, Jackson
Devejopment, A, Constanopie, Jackson Bevelopment, Logan Werschiy, HPD, Carol
Samod, NYC Departoient of City Planning, Matt Mason, NYC Departraent of Cley
Planning, Neil Pariser, SOBRO, Michael Gilbert, Best Bronx, Ivan Diaz, Mastermind.

Mofion made {o meve order of the Agenda, Motion duly seconded. Called and passed
UnAnimous! A

SORRO

My, Neil Pariser, Executive Vice President said thag SOBRO received o contract from
New York State about 2 yours sgo (o take a Jook at issues surrounding Brownficld
Jevelopment in the Port Morris area. We're ong of two comractors in the Bronx, Fort
worris 38 one ares and the other ares s by Hunts Peinr,

Part of the coniract was 1 Jook at what Brownfield fssues are affecting the commumity
and we sctually approached it from & very site specific point of view, This 35 a siatewide
coruract and he v oaend o ook at it as & plaoning, documoent coming up with swesping
master plan concepts, That's a part of ours but we also became very site specific,

ot

With the housing shortage we're (acing mnd the need to develop sites we have o be more
craative in what sites we dentdfy. In where vears ago people ran from Brownfield's




wday there 18 2 number of very lucranve tax eredits that private developers can avail
?.i.:c’:mﬁtti\-'cﬁ of, and we clean these siies tuming them into vsefud properties.

We are working on Bfo\k ‘m id sites at three vacant {ommer gas stations that are located |
the Port Morris area at 1387 Sueet & Brockoer Blvd, Third Avensue & Major Deg; nd

iigted
1’\:)5‘: - PR Y -
PIRY Strewr & Hade A\ cnpe

Jackson Pevelopmient Group

S iom \zgo Subotovsky, Architect sald that tha) Proy :
s SN O oy )
Block 2618 on East 15397 Streef 1o the nonh, Fagle Avenue to the o

curFent designation of Mi-1

Y

i L?w south, and S Ann's 10 the wesy from Hs
party R7x/C2-3,

This site 15 currently zoned us an M1-1 permitting for manufachuring and comomercial

uses, and \‘-'-Zih the exception of the blocks to the immediste north and 1o the southeas
other blocks w the vicinity 1o the site is either Jor residential use or communiny faellines.

The r\mp\‘h‘-i:d {31:\-’"1&')*“-N“—'|“f will consist of ¥ buildings (A through H) with 2 1ol of
approxirmately £18 residential units with approximately § \{}{,‘*U square feet of comwwciﬂ
sqes, and mn;{m;g it heipit from €10 13 swries. Bm.lmng\s A& M oare for middle-income
wesidents, C, 1, and E for Jow-income residents and B {or Senior Independent Rental
Living, F, and G for income resinicted condominiums.

-

The community garden (B Batey Horincano (ru*dum on Bagle Avenue near 1597 Streat
will remiin on the bleck, The interior of the site, the backyards of the buldings will be
occunied by an extensive series of planting, wallowavs and benches.

There will be @ pmﬁ\_mmdy 59 parking spaces available. ”‘“zc parking garags on S
:\nﬁ .i}} pravide service for residents, retadl tenams and the general pnb}u {}mk'ug
L cath the condodeo-operative buildings will serve reside mq of these two buikd

The bunidings will be built in coordination with City financing and serve a mix of
incomes ranging from 30% w0 130% of the ares me c%m" neorne, based on househkold size.
brothe thil of 2008 ‘:’;ac'%;:\:c:n Development Group plans o begin the financisl closings of

; w5, ot which time construction will start,

- LT SCPTR P 2ae
these bl

Motion made (© approve the proposed rezoning of St Ann’s Avenne. Motlon duly
seconded, Moton called and passed unanimousty,

Meriing adiourned,


















I1L. Other Information

Gilberto Rivera introduced himself as a Port Motris Community Coalition member and
long-time supporter of SoBRO. Mr. Rivera spoke of Nos Quedamos community
advocacy activities in past years, including addressing the issue of contaminated sites in
need of assistance; that their development would help facilitate overall economic
development in the South Bronx. Mr. Rivera explained that the community’s
involvement is a major component of these efforts (and BOA specifically) and would not
be possible without their input.

Mario Bodden then described his experience and efforts over the past ten years in getting
under-utilized or abandoned areas developed into uses that create employment and
address other needs of the community.

Shira Gidding acknowledged that the South Bronx region is changing and developing,
but that our efforts through BOA ensure that the local community’s needs are heard, and
that development (with which SoBRO is involved) happens in a safe way. She then
opened the meeting up for questions and comments, specifically asking what the main
issues facing the community are (e.g. housing, small business development, etc.) that
may be addressed by Brownficlds redevelopment.

IV. Community Participation

Placido Mendez a community representatives and Hispanic leader of the community
spoke of how not only did SoBRO, Nos Quedamos and City and State agencies need to
help redevelop the contaminated sites, but that they need to address issues of air pollution
created by cars and local manufacturing,

Mr. Mendez also expressed the community’s great need for housing. Mr. Mendez spoke
of families living in overcrowded buildings in the community because of limited housing
options.

Mr. Mendez also spoke of the need to put businesses on these underdeveloped sites that
would help stimulate the local economy by providing needed jobs. He said that
unemployment in the community is rising.

Hector Castillo, community representative, spoke to the importance of protecting kids
and residents from the hazards associated with contaminated property that they may be
living on or near. Mr. Castillo thanked SoBRO and Nos Quedamos for their efforts to
address this.

Juan Garcia, community representative and leader, also spoke of the need to create local
jobs for community residents with these future development sites. Mr. Garcia expressed
that in past experience, employers occupying newly developed property have had a
tendency to hire people from outside the community. Mr. Garcia called on SoBRO and
Nos Quedamos as influential organizations to take some responsibility and make sure that



a certain percentage of new jobs created as a result of these projects would be reserved
for local people.

Generally, all in attendance were in agreement that new housing and business
opportunities would benefit the community most.

V. Closing Remarks

Shira reiterated that the goal of this program and any BOA project is to ultimately
develop the South Bronx in a conscientious way that preserves the community’s
residences, businesses and jobs while restoring environmental safety.

Mario Bodden and Shira Gidding thanked all who participated, and assured that we
would keep the community abreast of how these and new projects unfold, taking into
great account the feedback they shared with us in this meeting



Community Board 1 Meeting &
Port Morris BOA Presentation

January 14, 2009, 6:00 p.m.

Joint Meeting: Economic Development, Land-Use & Housing, and Education Committees

MINUTES

Call to Order and Introductions—Ms. Arline Parks-Chairperson, Ms. Nellie McKay- Housing
Chairman, Mr. Justino Rodriguez- Education Chairman.

Presentation - Neil Pariser, SOBRO Senior Vice President

» Detailed explanation of the Brownfield Opportunity Area program (Procedures & benefits)

» Update of the three current BOA gas station sites, and five possible future BOA strategic
development sites

» Mr. Pariser asked the board for feedback on the program, including any objections or
interest in discussed projects.

Community Board Questions & Comments

* Re responsible parties: Why can't we find the business owners who pollute these
properties, and fine them?

* Re new potential strategic site at 142 & Bruckner Bivd: Who owns the tow yard, and how
did we find them?

* Re remediation process: How is the soil cleaned?

* What do we do with the dirty soil?

* Do we have to put a new gas station on 138t & Bruckner site?

* Re 138" & Rider gas station project: What role does Exact Capital LLC play?

* Mr. Pariser answered all questions

* Several board members stated that the program sounded good, and that they looked

forward to SoBRO returning to give another update.

Adjournment






II. Discussion: SO BRO’s BOA program, specific sites, and community’s redevelopment ideas

* SG offers examples of uses that might be needed: supermarket, laundry facilities,
pharmacy, open/park space, etc.

» Lewis Cooper suggests a car dealership as an economic driver, and says uses that will
create jobs is the most important; community needs more tax payers; there is enough
housing; really the need is for business such as fast food places and factories

* Santiago Diaz shares a Bronx project being pursued by his organization to build a park
with funding support from City Council and Bronx BP

* Gilberto says that before any development can take place, the brownfield contaminated
sites must be cleaned up.

= SG takes the floor and proceeded to run through the Port Morris BOA program and the 6
strategic sites SOBRO has identified, referring to a 4-page handout that consists of maps

* SG described the Lower Concourse Rezoning and the new opportunities it will bring for
development, and describes the importance of developing what the community wants and
needs.

* Hector Castillos proclaimed that new development projects must cater to the local
community, especially housing and job needs; also that during development of these sites
local (non-white) people should be given construction jobs, unlike what he often sees at
construction sites in the area.

= Lewis Cooper retorted that people need to trained and admitted to workers unions before
they can be placed at construction sites; he said, “You can’t just take people off the
street.”

= The conversation then shifted to the need for local people to be adequately trained for
jobs, and the need to educate, train, and better support young people so that they are
prepared for available jobs,

= Lewis Cooper discussed the need for high school students to receive vocational training
and said that SoBRO should be involved in that, for example via after-school programs.

" SG explained that SoBRO does do this sort of work, and cited the Youth Build program
which has been quite successful.

®  SG described the “green” movement and the new funding and programming stemming
from President Obama’s stimulus package to support the “green economy.”

= SG explained “green” and “green jobs™ and “green” training, and how this new sector
will hopefully bring new opportunity to local people who need education, job training
and job placement.

= All in attendance received this positively.

= Heector Castillos suggested the idea of having the community compile a list of people they
believe are qualified or motivated to work, and bringing it to SOBRO so that we can
connect them with these opportunities.



SG reiterated the importance of gathering community input and having the community
step up to SoBRO and other development/advocate groups and truly help guide and shape
the work we do.

Returning to the topic of developing vacant sites in the local area, Hector Castillos said
he envisions keeping the old Yankee Stadium structure and transforming it into a great
community recreational center. In gencral he expressed the need for this type of use in the
area.

SG offers closing remarks, stating that these meetings will happen on a consistent basis,
and encouraging those in attendance to join future meetings so that this conversation is an
ongoing and developing one.



APPENDIX C

BROWNFIELD OPPORTUNITY AREA (BOA) STEERING COMMITTEE DOCUMENTS
































































































APPENDIX D

STRATEGIC SITE PROFILE TOOL AND SITE PROFILES (X 5)











